Books ‘n Bags

Basic Book Bag Sewing Instructions 
A.
Notes:

1.  
There is no preferred size, style, color, fabric, number of handles, or method of 


sewing.   We gladly accept your best efforts.


2.
We only make suggestions as a result of our 
making numerous batches of bags.  


We continue to “tweak” the procedure to simplify and streamline the process.

B.
Fabric:


1.
DO NOT use any fabric that is mildewed, has a musty odor, or 
has been 


contaminated with chemicals.  (Remember children ages birth to 12  will be 


receiving these book bags.)


2.
DO NOT use any fabric that is thick, dense, stiff, or raveling.


3.
Recycle fabric from curtains or draperies, table clothes, denim shirts, dresses or 


skirts, and scraps from previous sewing projects providing there is a minimum of 


10 ½” x 22” of useable fabric or two pieces 10 ½” x
12”.   


4.
Pre-wash fabric to remove fabric chemicals and excess dye, stains, odors, pet 


hairs, etc.  (Remember, small children will be receiving these book bags.)



C.
Handles:


1.
Bags with one (1) handle works best but we will accept bags with two (2) handles.  

Using only one (1) handle cuts out a complete step, saves time and fabric, and is 


easier to carry.


2.
Anchor the one (1 ) handle, on the inside, across the side seams to reinforce them 


and to cover up any raw side seam edges.  Stitch at top and bottom to anchor to 


the bag.  A “box” of stitching (all 4 sides) reinforces the attachment.


3.
Handle can vary from 1” to 1 ½”  wide and 16” to 18” long.


4.
Use bag fabric, ribbon, or webbing.
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5.
Method of making the handle depends on the type of fabric:



a.
Polyester fabric does not ravel, does not need a ¼” turn down, and is thick 



enough to only need 2 thicknesses of fabric.



b.
Medium to thin fabric will need to be cut 4 “ to 5” wide, pressed to find 



the lengthwise center, and fold the two sides to the centerline to make the 



handle about 1” wide, and press.  Stitch all around to anchor handle fabric



layers.



c.
Ribbon or webbing – 1” wide x 16” to 18” long.  Anchor to bag same as 



above in C.2.

D.
Size/Shape:


1.
Completed book bags can vary from 10” to 14”

2.
Square or rectangular.


3.
For a finished bag 12” x 12”, using medium thickness fabric with a 1” hem double 

thickness with a ¼” turn down plus ¼” side seams, you will need to cut the fabric 


12 ½” wide x 26 ½ “ long.
E.
Side Seams:
 


1.
¼” straight stitch


2.
Reinforce side seam with a 2nd row of stitching - either straight, zigzag, overcast, 


or serge.

F.
Opening hem:


1. 
At least a 1” finished opening hem.  Two or three thicknesses of fabric works for 


most fabrics, depending on thickness, for stability and to avoid a raw edge, but 


you can have a  ¼” turn down plus the 1” depending on  the fabric.  Stitch along 


the top 
and bottom edge of hem to anchor fabric layers.
